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Experiments in nonfiction

EXPLORING
THE BOUND

GEOFF MARTIN grew up in
southwestern Ontario, taught
English at the City Colleges
of Chicago, and recently

Ui L The Fake MFA Syllabus

Western Massachusetts.

His place-based and

environmental essays have

appeared most recently in GEOFF MARTIN
Boulevard, Slag Glass City,

the Common, and elsewhere.

Student-Instructor: Geoff Martin
Phone: low signal, no landline
Office: The Montague Bookmill
Contact Hours: 24/7

At the end of a miserable day, instead of grieving my virtual nothing, I can always look at my

loaded wastepaper basket and tell myself that if I failed, at least I took a few trees down with me.
—DAVID SEDARIS, ME TALK PRETTY ONE DAY

Introductory Remarks:
Congratulations! You quit your teaching job, left the city, and now find yourself camped

out on other people’s furniture in a rental house in Western Massachusetts. And since
you've gone and lost US work authorization during the move, making money is illegal
(but living off your spouse’s salary is not). Welcome to your yearlong writing retreat.
Some ancillary tips up front: housework may not be wage work, but it’s still work—
carn your keep. Learn to bake: free bread appears on page 1 in your great-grandmother’s
guide to cheaper living. But remember, this ain't culinary school. You're here to write.


















